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RATIOH'S WILD LIFE RESOURCES
INORSASE WHTLE LIARIVITIES DECLINE.

Washington, D. C, -~Tre Covcrnzent's accounting to the American
people of its stevardship of their wild nnimals and birds during the past
fiscel year, as cxercised through the Buveau of Biological Survey, United
States Department of Agriculture, is ccntained in the bu;eau's annual re-
port, made public to-day.

In its supervision over the wild life resources and liabilities qf
the Nation, the Government deals with those birds and animals of distinct
value to agriculture, comnerce, and industrv as well as_with those injprious
apecies whose natural habits in years past heve cost the country many hun-
dreds of millions of dollars. Or tre essel side of tle btalence sheet the
total mounts; and the liabilities, thanks to the increasing efficiency and

thoroughness ¢f the Goverument's supervisios, are shriniking. Sketched in

its high lights and dealing anly with majer facts rad totale, the bureau's
werk during the pest year shows among ciher things the following rosulis:

A saving to {armers mnd stockiien of aboivt 15,000,000 during the year--
at a cost of 31,345,220--in ths campaign vest of the ¥iscissippi cgainst
wblves, lynxes and bobeatsz, ceyotes, meountain lions, btears, and redents.

Destruction bty rifle, trap, and poison of approximately 30,000 of the
predatory animals.

Continuation, with warked success, of the work begun 5 years azo of
ridding the rangese-anc thereby making them sale for graziag--of predatory
animals.

Savos 511,000,000 Annuvalliy.

An unrelenting campaign against prairic dags and ground squirrsls, dur-:
ing which 18,331,861 acres of Fecderal, State, and private lends wnré given
a first poison treatment and follow-up work wag dounz on 4,402,662 acres.
One hundred thousand farmers and stocimen tock part in the werk; 1,335 tons
of poison grain were prepared and distiribuvtcd undsr the bursau's pupervision;
and 2n annual saving of more than $11,000,000 is cstinated tg hove been

effected through this phase of the bureau's work aloae.
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Yolesale destruction in Idrho, Oregon, Viashiagton, Nevadza, Utah, and
frizona of jeck rabbits whose foraging aninually damaged alfalfa, cotton,
hay, and other crops to the extent of millions of dellers. In one Idaho
cowrty aloene, 168,166 jack rabbits (actua} count) were killed, and in other
counties as many as 50,000 jack rabbits were disposed of in organized drives.

The beginning of active and intensive bampaigns against meadovw mice
and pine mice whose depredntions in orchards, gardens, and truck farms,
annually moubrt into thes millions.

Destruction in one campaign alone (in Texas) of 670,000 rats by actual
count, and continuation of the Nation-wide campaign against this most
destructive and ubiquitous of rodents.

Protection of valuable fur-bearing animals, encouragement of their im-
portation, and study of best methods for successfully raising them. The
rearing of silver, black, and cross foxes alone has grown to the cxtent
that during the post yeer there were 340 fox ranches in this country having
4,350 brecding animals with stock and equipment valued at more than ;4,280,000.

Its investigations have resulted also in protection for the great army
of birds which are of inestimable aid to the fammer; checking, so far as
possible, the depredations of the few feathered marauiers which damage
orchards and crops.

Continued and painstaking study of the habits of various kinds of birds
ﬁhat the valuable ones might wmorc intelligenily and definitely be determined.

Survey of the feeding grounds of migratory wild fowl and recommending
measures for improving themn.

Bird Ligiration Studies Joniinued.

In 2 continuation of the Nation-wide invegtigation on bird migration,
the information of the survey covering habits, distribution, and migration
of birds has‘increesod and become vzry valuable,

further study hes been made of suck injurious rodents as'ground squirrels,
pocket gorphers, rabbits, kangaroo rats, and »nocket inice in order that more
effective means against their depredations might be {ound and made available
for use by émerican farmers,

Under the protccting care of the bureau big game on Government reserva-
ticns has multiplied fast., The animal census shows 508 buffalo on such
rescrvations now, as compared with 207 five years ago; 504 slk, as compared

vith 159; 22 antelope, as compared with 40, and so on.
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Care of the birds progressed netorially during the year through post-
ing and defining boundaries of meny of the bird refugss, tie planting of
grain to provide fond and covcr,‘establishment sf new recorvations, provi-
sion of additional warden service at certain rescrvations, and increased
nuinber of patrol boats.

Tts administration of the wigratory Bird Treaty Act, which prohibits
the shooting of migratory tirds on their flight north in the spring and
contains restrictions as Lo the manner in which they may ke hunted during
the open seasons, and of tre Lacey fct, which regulates interstate shipments
of wild animals and game, resulted in the apprehension of neerly 1,000
alleged violators of the Federal‘gpme lewrs and the sccuring of more than
500 convictions, in vhich fines were arsceged ranging from 51 to 500 each.

Humerous scizures of migratory game birds illegally killed or posscssed,
the birds being disposed of by the burcau witk the consent of the accused
by gift to hospitels or charitacle insiituticns for use as food, and‘seizq:es
of conmtraband plumcs and mouated snecimens of wmigratory birds of an estimat-
ed value of .5,000.

A notable increase ameng the migretory game birds is attributable al-
most solgly to the limitation of spring shooting, the nonsale of wigratory
game birds; and the establishment of a uniform bag limit, the threc funde-
mental restrietions made pessible by the iligratory Bird Treaty Act, according
t0 the report.

Permits were issucd for the iportatisa from foreign countries of
182,052 birds and 5,363 animals, the latter including 1,574 black or silver
foxes from Canada.

The foregoing states in vare outline some of the bureau's activities

writhin the Undited Steotes. Ia Aleska the ©
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jurisdiction over all land fur-bearing animais, coirtinued i?s investication

as to their habits and best methods for their protection, amd enforced the
laws prokibiting or resiricting the killing of such animcls. One of the

chief items of  jinterest in connection witk the burcau's work ia Aleske wos

its study of +he reindcer industry in the Territory, witk a viev te establich-

ing it on a sound basis, by impreving the healtk and gencral condition of

the herds,.
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